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One of the defining features of the United Methodist Church is that we are 
ñconnectionalò: we are related to every other United Methodist church locally, 
around the country, and even around the world. One way that we support the 
strength of our connection is through apportioned giving. Every United 
Methodist church, based on its spending budget, is apportioned a share of 
money. That share is pooled, and is used to support the ministry of the Annual 
Conference and missions that the UM Church supports throughout the entire 
world. Through apportioned giving, our mission projects feed the hungry here 
and abroad, build churches and other needed facilities in third world countries, 
provide disaster relief, support agricultural projects in developing countries, 
among many other urgent issues. As such, our apportionments are a vehicle for 
bringing Godôs grace into literally every corner of the world. Please take a 
moment to read  the enclosed note of gratitude we received from Bishop 
Bickerton regarding our faithful payment of our Conference apportionment. 
 

blessings, 
 
 

 

 

 

 

"Just as you excel in everything...see also that you excel in the grace of giving." 

2  Corinthians 8:7 
 

I'm proud of you. I mean that. As your bishop, I'm especially proud of 
the commitment you have to each other and the way in which you 
demonstrate your commitment through your payment of Connectional 
Apportionments. I recently reviewed the giving of each of our local 
churches and noted that your church paid 100% of your connectional 
apportionments last year.  I am writing today to thank you for that 
commitment. It has not gone unnoticed and, I know, is a result of 
intentional hard work on your part. 

 

     (continued on page 2) 
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E˖˅˒˙ Tˈ˕˒˓˄ˁ˙ 
6:00pm    Thursday Night      
                   Life Dinner 
 

Monday, May 1  
7:00pm   UMM Dinner @ 
Blue Colony Diner, Newtown 
 
Wednesday, May 3 
6:00pm   Chapel Bells 
6:30pm   ASP Orient. 2 
6:45pm   ASP New Parent     
                   Orientation 
7:00pm    Trustees Meeting 
7:15pm   Choir Rehearsal 
 
Thursday, May 4 
10:00am    Helping Hands 
 
Saturday, May 6 
8:00am      Spring Cleanup 
9:00am     ASP Adv. Training 
 
Sunday, May 7 
12:00pm   ASP Basic Training 
12:00pm   ASP Car Wash 
 
Wednesday, May 10 
6:00pm    Chapel Bells 
6:30pm     SPRC Meeting 
7:30pm    Church Council 
 
Saturday, May 13 
10:00am    ASP Car Wash 
12:00pm    Dorothy Day       
 
Tuesday, May 16 
7:30pm    UMCD Book Club 
 
Wednesday, May 17 
6:00pm    Chapel Bells 
7:00pm     ASP Meeting 
7:15pm   Choir Rehearsal 
 
Saturday, May 20 
10:00am    ASP Car Wash 
 
Sunday, May 21 
12:00pm     ASP Adv. Training 
 
Wednesday, May 24 
6:00pm    Chapel Bells 
7:15pm    Choir Rehearsal 
 
Saturday, May 27 
10:00am   ASP Car Wash 
 

Monday, May 29 
Memorial Day 
UMCD Office Closed 
 

Wednesday, May 31 
6:00pm    Chapel Bells 
7:00pm     Finance Meeting 
7:15pm    Choir Rehearsal 
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RECRUITING READERS AND PRAYERS 

 

Have you ever wondered how to become a  

scripture reader for Sunday Worship? 

OR 

Could I participate in Sunday Worship  

and offer the ñPeopleôs Prayersò? 

 

Here is your opportunity to share your spiritual voice with your church family. 

We are looking for volunteers to join our growing list of readers and prayer leaders for Sunday 

morning Worship.  The only requirement is a willingness to read and to share the good word. 

Volunteers will be placed on a rotating schedule and given their reading to practice several days 

in advance.  Our new schedule begins in June.  

If you are interested in becoming a Reader and or Peopleôs Prayer leader during Worship, please 

email Mary Lou Heyel: Mheyel55@sbcglobal.net   
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   (continued from page 1) 
 

Our United Methodist Book of Discipline clearly states that paying your Connectional 
Apportionments is every local church's "first benevolent responsibility."                                                                 
 

You do that. Because you do I'm proud to write and acknowledge your faithfulness not only 
to the New York Annual Conference, and not only to the broader connection of The United 
Methodist Church, but also to the "kingdom work" that God has called us to as faithful 
disciples. 

 

  Well done! Well done indeed!    
God is faithful! Faithful is also what God is asking us to be. In the book of II Corinthians, 
Paul recounts the extreme faithfulness of the church in Macedonia even in the midst of what 
Paul described as a severe ordeal in the midst of extreme poverty. They were faithful and 
joyful as they gave themselves to God and to one another. When they did, they gave beyond 
what the Bible says was their ability to give at all. 
God changed the world through them. As we are faithful, I believe God will once again 
change the world,.... through us! 
Thank you once again for your faithfulness in paying 100% of your Conference 
Apportionments. I deeply appreciate it. 

The Journey Continues,... 

Peace & Joy, 

Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton 
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MAY WORSHIP SCHEDULEMAY WORSHIP SCHEDULEMAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

S˕ˎ˄ˁ˙, Mˁ˙ 7 
9:30ˁˍ   

˓˕ˎ˄ˁ˙ ˓˃ˈˏˏˌ ˆˏ˒ ˁˌˌ ˁˇ˅˓ 
10:30ˁˍ 

Wˏ˒˓ˈˉː - Sˁ˃˒ˁˍ˅ˎ˔ ˏˆ Hˏˌ˙ Cˏˍˍ˕ˎˉˏˎ 
 
 

S˕ˎ˄ˁ˙, Mˁ˙ 14 
Mˏ˔ˈ˅˒ô˓ Dˁ˙ 
9:30ˁˍ   

˓˕ˎ˄ˁ˙ ˓˃ˈˏˏˌ ˆˏ˒ ˁˌˌ ˁˇ˅˓ 
10:30ˁˍ 
Wˏ˒˓ˈˉː  

 
 

S˕ˎ˄ˁ˙, Mˁ˙ 21 
9:30ˁˍ   

˓˕ˎ˄ˁ˙ ˓˃ˈˏˏˌ ˆˏ˒ ˁˌˌ ˁˇ˅˓ 
10:30ˁˍ 
Wˏ˒˓ˈˉː  

 
 

S˕ˎ˄ˁ˙, Mˁ˙ 28 
M˅ˍˏ˒ˉˁˌ Dˁ˙ W˅˅ˋ˅ˎ˄ 

10:30ˁˍ 
Wˏ˒˓ˈˉː  

 
 

˃ˈˉˌ˄ ˃ˁ˒˅ ˉ˓ ː˒ˏ˖ˉ˄˅˄ ˄˕˒ˉˎˇ ˏ˕˒ ˓˅˒˖ˉ˃˅˓ 
 

 

Jˏˉˎ ˕˓ ˆˏ˒ ˃ˏˆˆ˅˅ ˁˎ˄ ˆ˅ˌˌˏ˗˓ˈˉː ˉˍˍ˅˄ˉˁ˔˅ˌ˙ ˆˏˌˌˏ˗ˉˎˇ ˗ˏ˒˓ˈˉː 
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      SATURDAY, MAY 6 SATURDAY, MAY 6 SATURDAY, MAY 6    

                                       8:00ˁˍ 8:00ˁˍ 8:00ˁˍ ---   12:00 ˎˏˏˎ12:00 ˎˏˏˎ12:00 ˎˏˏˎ   

 

Spring is finally here and it is time to spruce up the church grounds and parsonage.  
 

Join us Saturday, May 6 at 8:00am  
 

We will be weeding, raking, mulching and trimming and we need everyoneôs help   

at the church and parsonage on Saturday, May 6 from 8:00am to 12:00noon   

We need 8-10 people at the church and 4 at the parsonage   

Please bring your rakes, shovels, wheelbarrows, hedge trimmers or clippers to cut shrubs.   

If anyone has a tree pole saw, or gas powered hedge trimmer, that would be appreciated.  

Please contact Chuck Vietrogoski at chaspbg@aol.com to RSVP 

 

 

 

 

 

Get ready for some home-made goodies, we have 

the best bakers this side of the Mississippi.  

If you aren't able to bake, why not take home 

some nice treats, and who doesn't have a sweet 

tooth.                               

Please package as follows: cookies 6 to a plastic bag, and brownies 4 to a bag. Cakes, pies and           

mini-breads are also welcome. All monies collected will benefit our mission work. The goodies                

will be available before and after church.   

For more information, please contact: Valerie Stagen                         

or Karlene Lombardo.    

Thank you to everyone for making our bake sale a success.   

Now for sure, your Mother's Day will be extra sweet. 

 

 

Sunday, May 14 
Narthex 

For an extra sweet Motherõs Day 

mailto:chaspbg@aol.com
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The United Methodist Men  

meet for dinner on the  

1st Monday of each month at 7:00pm 
 

 Please join them for comradery, good food,  

and interesting discussions on  

Monday, May 1 at 7:00pm 

Blue Colony Diner 
66 Church Hill Road, Newtown, CT 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 
   

  The Sunday School children began the Easter    
  season with a Lenten fair. They enjoyed a  
  continental breakfast and participated in  
  activities that taught them the meaning behind  
  many of the symbols we use in church. They  
  learned the importance of the palms that were  
  laid down in anticipation of Jesusô entry into  
  Jerusalem. They made beautiful crosses made  
  of wire and nails. The cross is symbolic of the  
  sacrifice and suffering Jesus endured for each  
  of us. The empty cross also reminds us of the    
  resurrection of Jesus. Each child created a    
  resurrection garden. Finally, hot cross buns  
  were made and delivered to our churchôs  
  home-bound members.  
  Sunday school will meet from 9:30am to    
  10:15am every Sunday through early June.  
 

  There will be NO Sunday School on May 28,    
  the  Memorial Day weekend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

The United Methodist Church Book Club  

meets the 3rd Tuesday of each month. 
 

The May meeting will take place on Tuesday, 

May 16, 7:30pm at the United Methodist 

Church, hosted by Judy Vogt and Karlene  

Lombardo. 
 

Mayôs Book Selection: 

The Adventures of Anna Heininey 

By Tom Vogt 

 

Everyone is welcome!  


