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One of the great things about being a pastor is that sometimes you get to witness 

dramatic change in people.  Most of us change and grow in incremental ways 

and that is wonderful.  But Iôm talking about the person who is plodding along in 

life, minding their own business, keeping their head down, trying to keep it all 

low key, when somehow God reaches in, grabs them, shakes them up, and they, 

despite themselves, are different as a result.   

 

But as people who celebrate Easter, should we really be surprised?  A God who 

would raise someone from the dead after three days in the tomb is just the sort 

of God who wouldnôt mind shaking up folks who like everything nice and quiet.  

I think immediately of the late Christian writer CS Lewis who spoke of his life 

before his conversion as that ñtime before God closed in on me.ò  He writes of 

the experience of being converted by God as a moment when we was ñsurprised 

by joy.ò 

 

Most of us experience the Christian life as a process or progression: attend 

church, develop our faith, attend Bible studies, follow spiritual disciplines, take 

on a leadership role, etc.  But sometimes, by the sheer surprising grace of God, 

someone gets grabbed; God closes in, claims, calls, converts, kind of like Saul 

(St. Paul) on the Damascus Rd.  Remember Saul, Church Enemy Number 1, 

persecutor of the church?  He was struck down on the Damascus Rd., blinded by 

the light, made humble by the vision of Christ that he saw.  He went on to 

become St. Paul, great missionary to the Gentiles, church planter, and writer of 

all those letters we find in the second half of our New Testament.   

 

We are just two weeks away from Easter, that wondrous day when we will again 

celebrate the stone being rolled away from the tomb and the risen Christ 

bursting the bonds of death.  Are our lives any different because of Easter?   

How could they not be?  Jesus is raised from the dead, brought from death to 

life, after all.  A gift to us: grace and salvation and love.   

 

(Continues on page 2) 
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E˖˅˒˙ Tˈ˕˒˓˄ˁ˙ 
6:00pm    Thursday Night      
                   Life Dinner 
 
 

Saturday, April 1  
10:00am   ASP Basic Training 
 

Sunday, April 2 
11:30am     Visitation Meeting 
12:00pm      ASP Car Wash 
 

Monday, April 3 
7:00pm   UMM Dinner @ 
Mangia Mangia, Brookfield  
 

Wednesday, April 5 
6:00pm   Chapel Bells 
6:30pm   ASP 
7:00pm    Trustees Meeting 
 

Thursday, April 6 
7:00pm   Lenten Bible Study 
 

Saturday, April 8 
10:00am      ASP Car Wash 
12:00pm   Dorothy Day  
 

Sunday, April 9 
Palm Sunday 
 

Wednesday, April  12 
6:00pm   Chapel Bells 
 

Thursday, April 13 
Maundy Thursday 
 

Friday, April 14 
Good Friday 
 

Sunday, April  16 
Easter Sunday 
 

Monday, April 17 
UMCD Office Closed 
 

Tuesday, April 18 
7:30pm    UMCD Book Club 
 

Wednesday, April 19 
6:00pm    Chapel Bells 
6:30pm     SPRC Meeting 
7:00pm    ASP Meeting 
7:30pm    Church Council 
 

Saturday, April 22 
10:00am    ASP Car Wash 
 

Sunday, April 23 
12:00pm    ASP Training 
 

Tuesday, April 25 
7:30pm  Pumpkin Fest Meeting 
 

Wednesday, April 26 
6:00pm    Chapel Bells 
7:00pm     Finance Meeting 
 

Saturday, April 29 
10:00am   ASP Car Wash 
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  Please come join Marti Foster and Jim Teer  
  at 9:30am Sunday mornings in Room 3 for    
  Bible study and discussion.  The session is  
  informal and we enjoy learning more of the    
  Bible with interesting discussions to better   
  understand  what the passages  meant when  
  they were written and what they mean to us    
  today.  
 

  This is not a Sunday School class,  
  best yet, there are no tests or homework! 

 

  We study the Old and New Testaments.   
  Books we have studied include Genesis,    
  Exodus, Psalms and Acts. We also use  

  supplemental materials, other Bible versions  
  and the Internet to enhance our discussions. 

 
 

  Learn how we are, to quote Jones UMC:  
  "Shaped by God's word, Serving God's World". 

 

 
 
Lent Study on 
Forgiveness 

 
 
 

Forgiveness is essential to our lives.   
 
Without it, relationships, churches, and even 
society could not be sustained.  An inescapable 
fact of human nature is that we are bound to 
hurt others and others are bound to hurt us.   
 
During this season of Lent, we are offering a 
weekly study group on Forgiveness: Finding 
Peace through Letting Go.  Join us as we meet 
each Thursday at 7:00pm (in the Pink room) for 
a video segment, some Bible study, and group 
discussion on the topic of forgiveness.   
 
We will take an in-depth look at how freedom, 
grace, reconciliation, and joy are all promised to 
those who embrace forgiveness.   
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(continued from page 1) 

 

Most of us donôt really like to change.  And yet deep in our hearts we need the story of Easter to heal 

our lives, to heal the world.   We may not like to be lurched and jolted, but we long for something 

more and so we resonate with the story of a man who got knocked down, blinded by the light on the 

Damascus Rd., a story that challenges all characterizations of the Christian life as a continuous 

progression from point A to point B with no jerks or jolts along the way.  But sometimes, by the 

grace of God, while weôre on our way, suddenly a light surprises, God gets to us, grabs us, blinds us, 

and we DO change.   

 

And I pray that we will let ourselves BE changed by Jesus Christ who gave it all for you and me.   

Just like John Wesley whose heart was strangely warmed by a conversion experience at a worship 

service; just like CS Lewis who was surprised by joy; just like Saul who was blinded and then made 

whole on the Damascus Rd.; just like every person who is willing to let his or her life be turned 

around by a God who wakes the sleeping and raises the dead.   

 

Easter blessings to you! 
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APRIL WORSHIP SCHEDULEAPRIL WORSHIP SCHEDULEAPRIL WORSHIP SCHEDULE   
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 2 - Fˉˆ˔ˈ S˕ˎ˄ˁ˙ ˉˎ L˅ˎ˔ 
9:30ˁˍ   

˓˕ˎ˄ˁ˙ ˓˃ˈˏˏˌ ˆˏ˒ ˁˌˌ ˁˇ˅˓ 
10:30ˁˍ 

Wˏ˒˓ˈˉː - Sˁ˃˒ˁˍ˅ˎ˔ ˏˆ Hˏˌ˙ Cˏˍˍ˕ˎˉˏˎ - F˅ˌˌˏ˗˓ˈˉː Hˁˌˌ 
  

SUNDAY, APRIL 9 - Pˁˌˍ/Pˁ˓˓ˉˏˎ S˕ˎ˄ˁ˙ 
10:30ˁˍ 

Wˏ˒˓ˈˉː ˉˎ Sˁˎ˃˔˕ˁ˒˙  
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY WEEK WORSHIPHOLY WEEK WORSHIPHOLY WEEK WORSHIP   
    

THURSDAY, APRIL 13 - Mˁ˕ˎ˄˙ Tˈ˕˒˓˄ˁ˙ 
7:30ːˍ 

Cˏˍˍ˕ˎˉˏˎ S˅˒˖ˉ˃˅ 
 O˂˓˅˒˖ˉˎˇ ˔ˈ˅ Lˁ˓˔ S˕ːː˅˒ ˏˆ J˅˓˕˓ ˁˎ˄ ˈˉ˓ ˄ˉ˓˃ˉːˌ˅˓ 

 

FRIDAY, APRIL 14 - Gˏˏ˄ F˒ˉ˄ˁ˙ 
7:30ːˍ 

S˔ˁ˔ˉˏˎ˓ ˏˆ ˔ˈ˅ C˒ˏ˓˓ S˅˒˖ˉ˃˅ 
D˒ˁˍˁ˔ˉ˃ R˅ˁ˄ˉˎˇ˓ ˁˎ˄ M˕˓ˉ˃ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

S˕ˎ˄ˁ˙, Aː˒ˉˌ 16 
EASTER SUNDAY 

7:30ˁˍ 
Eˁ˒ˌ˙ S˅˒˖ˉ˃˅ ˉˎ Sˁˎ˃˔˕ˁ˒˙ 

Iˎˆˏ˒ˍˁˌ ˓˅˒˖ˉ˃˅ ˏˆˆ˅˒ˉˎˇ Cˏˍˍ˕ˎˉˏˎ ˁ˓ ˗˅ ˃˅ˌ˅˂˒ˁ˔˅ Eˁ˓˔˅˒ 
8:00ˁˍ 

Pˁˎ˃ˁˋ˅ B˒˅ˁˋˆˁ˓˔ 
 

10:30ˁˍ 
Wˏ˒˓ˈˉː ˓˅˒˖ˉ˃˅ 

˃˅ˌ˅˂˒ˁ˔ˉˎˇ ˔ˈ˅ R˅˓˕˒˒˅˃˔ˉˏˎ ˏˆ ˏ˕˒ Lˏ˒˄ ˁˎ˄ Sˁ˖ˉˏ˒ J˅˓˕˓ Cˈ˒ˉ˓˔ 
Sː˅˃ˉˁˌ ˍ˕˓ˉ˃ ˁˎ˄ Cˈˉˌ˄˒˅ˎô˓ M˅˓˓ˁˇ˅ 
Cˈˉˌ˄ Cˁ˒˅ ː˒ˏ˖ˉ˄˅˄ ˄˕˒ˉˎˇ 10:30 ˓˅˒˖ˉ˃˅ 

 

 
Fˏˌˌˏ˗ˉˎˇ Wˏ˒˓ˈˉː  

O˕˔˄ˏˏ˒ Eˁ˓˔˅˒ Eˇˇ H˕ˎ˔ ˆˏ˒ ˃ˈˉˌ˄˒˅ˎ 10 ˁˎ˄ ˕ˎ˄˅˒ 
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Our Church Council meets the second Wednesday of each month to plan and implement programs  

of nurture, outreach and witness, as well as deal with the administrative issues of the church.  

If you are curious about or interested in how the Church Council works, you are always welcome  

and encouraged to attend a meeting. 

 

Currently we are in need of people to work in the following areas.  
 

§ Communications is a vital aspect of any organization and the Church is no different.  

       If you have any interest in this area, we would be grateful for your help.  
 

§ The Youth Team is another area in need of leadership.  

       If you enjoy working with youth there is an opportunity to be of service. 

 

I find it difficult to ask people to get involved. I know life is hectic and people are busy.  

People donôt feel as though they are ñqualifiedò or they are hesitant to take on more responsibility.  

I know all of these things because I have felt all of these things. I can say that my involvement in  

this church has helped me feel like a part of a church family. I have met people and gotten to know 

people, I have felt a sense of accomplishment and community, of being of service.  

These are the things that make my life meaningful.  

It really is all about relationships, with people and our God. 

 

If you feel called to any area of involvement, however small, I encourage you to reach out.  

We will be very grateful! 

 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Phyllis Tranzillo  

Council Chair 

Meeting Changes Due to Holy Week 
 

Please note that both the SPR Committee and Administrative Council, 
previously scheduled to meet April 12, will be moving to their meetings 
to Wednesday, April 19, in order to avoid meeting during Holy Week.   
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The United Methodist Men  

meet for dinner on the  

1st Monday of each month at 7:00pm 

 

 Please join them for comradery, good food,  

and interesting discussions on  

Monday, April 3 at 7:00pm 

Mangia, Mangia 
371 Candlewood Lake Rd, Brookfield, CT  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 
  We would like to start off with a heart bursting    

  with pride for the cards all our Sunday school  

  students made for Valentineôs Day.  We have  

  heard back from so many people who were  

  grateful for your well wishes and love.   

  You all brought so much light to others  

  through these cards.  Though the quantity of  

  our students is small, the impact they have on  

  their family, their church, their community  

  and the world is GREAT!  

 

  We hope you enjoyed our Lenten Program on   

  Sunday, April 2.  We made crafts and goodies   

  to enjoy at home or share with those in our   

  community.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The United Methodist Church Book Club  

meets the 3rd Tuesday of each month. 
 

The next meeting will take place on Tuesday, 

April 18, 7:30pm at the home of Karlene 

Lombardo, 70 Old Ridgebury Road, Danbury.   

Please meet at the church  

at 7:00pm to carpool. 

 

 

Aprilôs Book Selection: 

The Silent Wife 

by A.S.A. Harrison  

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Visitation Committee met on  
Sunday, April 2, 2017 after worship in 

Fellowship Hall.  
The Committee signed Easter cards  
and planned to visit to our home-bound 

members for Easter greetings.   
 

Under the blanket of snow, flowers will be 
popping out, and the birds are singing, the days 
are getting longer and the grass will soon be 
green. Who provides us with all this beauty?  

Well, God does.    
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.   

 
May the beauty of spring and all  it's  
awakenings fill your heart with joy.   


